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2021 Annual Business Meeting 

February 13, 2021  
 (Via Zoom Teleconference) 

 

Minutes 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. Welcome and Opening Remarks.  The 2020 Annual meeting of the 

28th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry (28th MVI), Co. B took place via Zoom 

teleconference on Saturday, February 13th.  Chairman Dennis O’Connell called 

the meeting to order at 9:08 AM. 

 

II. Roll.  15 Members were in attendance; their names are noted in the 

inset.  Peter Abernathy, a non-member also attended.  No known members 

represented by proxy.  The members present represent approx. 2/3rds of the 

membership so a quorum was established for the purposes of conducting unit 

business. 

 

III. Invocation. Dennis O’Connell offered a simple invocation. 

  

IV. Opening Remarks/Chairman’s Report.   Chairman Dennis O’Connell 

opened the meeting at 9:08 AM.  The Chairman then requested the group to 

approve the 2020 minutes, and stated the minutes were posted on the Yahoo 

forum and available to all members to review.  A motion was made to accept 

the minutes and membership voted to approve the minutes. 

 

After distributing an Agenda and copies of the Chairman’s Report to those in 

attendance, Chairman O’Connell addressed the membership and stated that our 

company successfully met our three unit goals over the previous year. The 

Chairman read the goals:  

1. To field and accurate recreated 28th Massachusetts Vol. Company for 

the dual purposes of public education and recreation; 

2. To accurately portray the Civil War era (1861-1865) US volunteer 

infantry unit for the dual purposes of public education and 

recreation; 

3. To educate the public about the history related to all aspects of the 

military and non-combatant experience related to the American Civil 

War, Union soldiers, the Irish Brigade and the 28th Massachusetts in 

particular. 
 

The 2021 USV Meeting was briefly discussed; The United States Volunteers and the 3rd 

Brigade has not been able to meet to discuss their schedule for events.   USV General 

28th Massachusetts Volunteer 

Infantry, Company B 

Attendance 

Abernathy, J 

Abernathy, P 

Berna, E 

Fitzpatrick, J 

Heath, B 

Lapham, H 

Lynes, J 

Madole, R 

Mahaney, B 

Nanovic, R 

O’Connell, D 

Pankey, J 

Payne, J 

Reighard, W 

Tuohy, J 

Voelkner, B 

 



2 

 

Congress to meet as yet no events are planned for 2021.  For additional details see Chairman’s 

Report.  

 

V. Captains Report.  Captain Joe Pankey provided a synopsis of his written Captain’s Report, 

which is posted on the Yahoo Group page. (See 2021 Captain’s Report). Captain Pankey 

expressed appreciation for the cooperation he received this past year given the limited events 

for 2020 due to the corona virus.  He especially emphasized the December 2020 event in 

Fredericksburg, VA as an example of how we can safely participate in events yet still support 

regional public health measures.  He indicated he was going to improve the unit Facebook 

page.  A motion to accept the Captain’s report was made and accepted by the membership. 

 

VI. 1st Sergeant’s Report.  1st Sgt. Rolf Madolf provided a synopsis of his written 1st Sgt’s Report, 

which is posted on the Yahoo Group page. (See 2020 1st Sgt’s Report).. This report also 

detailed Company attendance at 2020 events. The unit only conducted three of nineteen 

scheduled events.  He indicated the 2021 Gettysburg event is already cancelled.  The 1st Sgt 

expressed his opinion that continued cooperation with the National Park Service may result in 

a potential Manassas event in the future. A motion to accept the 1st Sgt’s report was made and 

accepted.  

 

VII. Secretary’s Report.  Bill Voelkner provided a status of enrollments so far. Two notices were 

sent out so far. He indicated per previous agreement with the Board, if you paid for 2020 

membership, dues would not be charged for 2021. No change for other members for 2021.  

Enrollments were progressing and a number of members completed their enrollments at the 

meeting.  13 Memberships are so far enrolled for 2021, consisting of 11 Regular, 2 Family, and 

0 Associate memberships – 16 individuals in total. 3 memberships (3 Regular – 3 people) are 

pending.   

 

VIII. Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer John Tuohy provided a synopsis of his written Treasurer’s 

Report, which is posted on the Yahoo Group page. (See 2021 Treasurer’s Report.)  John 

discussed the proceeds, income and expenses to date.  Discussion ensured about the insurance 

requirements for our unit, i.e., should we maintain our insurance coverage with our current 

insurance company.  It was agreed the treasurer will check to see if there are additional 

insurance options.   

 

IX. Quartermaster’s Report(s).  Quartermaster Hal Lapham provided a synopsis of his QM’s 

Report, touching on the individual loaner gear.  This report will be posted on the Yahoo Group 

page once complete. The unit has excess gear and some could be offered for sale if approved 

by the Board.  The Quartermaster stated loaner gear inventory spreadsheets were updated.    A 

motion to accept the QM’s verbal report was made and accepted by the membership.  

 

X. Company Elections.  The Chairman conducted an election to fill two At Large positions on 

the Company Executive Board.  Jon Fitzpatrick and Barney Mahaney volunteered and were 

nominated, seconded, and elected by acclamation to remain in the two At Large positions.    

 

 

XI. Review and Vote on 2021 Events.  Events are listed on the company web page. Only Primary 

and Secondary events are covered by the company’s “one time use” insurance policy. Any FYI 

events will be filtered to the membership by individual members by use of the Company 

Facebook page or the company Yahoo Group site.  If there is good support from membership 
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for the FYI event they member organizing the event can ask the Board to reclassify the event to 

a Primary or Secondary event. 

 

Chairman O’Connell led the discussion. Events chosen by the Company will be sent to 

Regiment and may become 3rd USV Max effort events. The following tentative events were 

selected by the membership for the 2021 campaign year: 

 

February 13  

Annual Meeting  

TENTATIVE  Spring Camp of Instruction/Living History 

Location TBD (Bull Run?) 

May 30 

TENTATIVE Living History 

Laurel Hill Cemetery 

Philadelphis, PA 

TENTATIVE Fall Camp of Instruction/Living History 

Location TBD (Bristoe Station? Ox Hill?) 

October 15-17 

TENTATIVE Battle Reenactment 

157th Anniversary of the Battle of Cedar Creek 

Middletown, VA 

November 20 

TENTATIVE - Marking of Irish Brigade Monuments & Parade 

Remembrance Day, Gettysburg, PA 

** Original 28th Mass Battle and Battlefield** 

December 11 

TENTATIVE - Annual Regimental Dinner/Dining Out 

160th Anniversary of the Regiment entering Federal Service 

Amy’s Café, Falmouth VA 

December 12 

TENTATIVE - Living History 

159th Anniversary of the Battle of Fredericksburg, Fredericksburg, VA 

** Original 28th Mass Battle and Battlefield** 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ccbf.us/
http://suvcw.org/
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XII. Old Business 

 

1. The status of our statue fund was discussed. It was discussed that as an option we could 

donate the proceeds of our statue fund to battlefield preservation.  No decision was made 

on this discussion. 

New Business 

1. Significant discussion ensued on how company policies could be implemented to more 

closely track all company gear.  Mr. Lynes stated he would send out the most recent inventory 

sheets to property holders. 

2.  Mr. Lynes stated he was looking at a third-party vendor to host our web page.     

XIII. Adjournment.  Chairman O’Connell thanked all again for attending and their participation.  A 

motion to close the meeting was made and accepted by membership.  Meeting adjourned at 

11:15 AM.  

  

Your Obedient Servant,  

   Dennis O’Connell 

Chairman, Executive Board  

The Recreated 28th MVI, Co B  


